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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a method for producing an agglom-
erate, which is used as a blast furnace feed material, by
mixing a fine material containing metal and/or metal oxide, a
mineral binder, which comprises a mineral raw material and
a lime-based material, and optionally other additives to form
a mass and solidifying the mass to form an agglomerate,
wherein a raw material comprising a silicon oxide fraction of
at least 40 wt %, a fine grain fraction of less than 4 um of at
least 20 wt %, and a grain size fraction of less than 1 um of at
least 10 wt % is used as the mineral raw material. The inven-
tion further relates to a blast furnace feed material that can be
produced by means of the method according to the invention,
and to a pre-mixture for producing the blast furnace feed
material.
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METHOD FOR PRODUCING AN
AGGLOMERATE MADE OF FINE MATERIAL
CONTAINING METAL OXIDE FOR USE AS A
BLAST FURNACE FEED MATERIAL

This application is the U.S. National Phase of PCT Appli-
cation Serial No. PCT/EP2010/057842, filed Jun. 4, 2010,
which claims the priority of German Application Serial No.
102009023928.6-24, filed Jun. 4, 2009, both of which are
incorporated herein by reference in their entirety.

The invention relates to a method for producing an agglom-
erate comprising metal- and/or metal oxide containing fines
and a mineral binder. The invention also relates to a blast
furnace feedstock that can be produced by a method accord-
ing to the invention, and a premixture for producing the blast
furnace feedstock.

Apart from lump ore, it is known to use substances con-
taining fine particle iron ore in the production of blast furnace
feedstock. Substances containing fine particle iron ore for
example arise when sieving lump ores or from other prepa-
ration methods. The use of these fine particle ores has the
advantage that these ores are readily available and cost-effec-
tive. The fine particle ores are normally agglomerated prior to
use. In this way, the formation of dust in the blast furnace can
be kept low. The agglomeration also has the advantage that
the agglomerates formed can be easily melted and have a
good gas permeability. Thus the reduction gases can be drawn
through the ore without the exertion of high forces. Finally by
using agglomerates the amount of material falling through the
grate can be reduced.

A common form of agglomeration of fine particle ores is
pelletisation. The use of pellets in a furnace, such as a blast
furnace, is not without its problems however, since the pellets
often do not have sufficient mechanical strength. This has a
disadvantageous effect in particular during transport and han-
dling of the pellets. Furthermore, the known pellets are often
not sufficiently permeable to hot reduction gases, as occur-
ring in the blast furnace, making the melting of these more
difficult.

A further common form of preparing fine ores that are not
ready for immediate use is sintering. In this way fine ores can
also be used which because of their grain size and character-
istics can only be agglomerated with difficulty. Fine ores that
are not ready for immediate use and are difficult to agglom-
erate typically have an average grain diameter of up to 2 mm,
more typically of 0.2 to 0.7 mm, in particular of 0.2 mmto 0.5
(intermediate grain sizes). As binders lime-based products
are normally used. Lime-based products increase the cohe-
sion of the fine ores. Nevertheless, the proportion of fine ores
that are hard to agglomerate remains limited, since a higher
proportion of these grain sizes weakens the cohesion of the
sintered product and can also lead to high dust discharge from
the sinter belt. Furthermore, a higher proportion of interme-
diate grain sizes also worsens the gas permeability of the
sintered product and leads to a higher proportion of returns
during sinter treatment.

A high proportion of use of intermediate grain sizes at the
sintering stage is desirable, however, since ore containing
intermediate grain sizes is particularly readily available and
cost-effective. In order to increase the quantity of intermedi-
ate grain sizes in the fine ores, it is proposed in the prior art to
use lime-based products together with products containing
clay mineral as binders. Thus, published application 1029568
describes a method for pre-treatment of ores to be sintered on
gratings by means of agglomeration prior to the sintering
using bentonite or another clay as binder. Following agglom-
eration a lime-containing powder is added to the product.
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With this method also, however, the proportion of intermedi-
ate grain sizes in the starting material is limited to a maximum
of 30 wt. %.

From EP 1359129 A2 an aggregate is known for producing
autoclave-cured construction materials, comprising a mineral
filler with a silicon oxide proportion of at least 60 wt. %,
preferably 75 wt. % and a finest grain proportion of less than
2 um of at least 40 wt. % of the aggregate.

The object of the invention is to provide a method for
producing an agglomerate which can be used as a blast fur-
nace feedstock, and with which the above problems in the
prior art can be overcome.

In particular, a method shall be provided in which fine ore
with a high proportion of intermediate grain sizes can be used
and nevertheless a sintered product with a high cohesion and
a good gas permeability can be obtained. Furthermore, the
sintered product shall have a low dust discharge. Finally,
during sinter treatment a low proportion of returns shall be
obtained.

Additionally, a method is to be provided in which fine ore
with a high proportion of intermediate grain sizes can be used
but nevertheless pellets with a high mechanical strength can
be obtained.

This object is achieved according to the invention by a
method for producing an agglomerate, which is used as a blast
furnace feedstock, by mixing metal- and/or metal oxide con-
taining fines, a mineral binder comprising a mineral raw
material and a lime-based material and optionally conven-
tional additives to form a mass and consolidating the mass to
form an agglomerate, wherein as the mineral raw material a
raw material is used which comprises a silicon oxide propor-
tion of at least 40 wt. % and a finest grain proportion of less
than 4 um of at least 20 wt. %, wherein the grain size propor-
tion of less than 1 um is at least 10 wt. %.

It has surprisingly been found that when producing the
agglomerates of the kind mentioned above metal- and/or
metal oxide containing fines with a surprisingly high propor-
tion of intermediate grain sizes can be used if as the binder a
lime-based material together with a mineral raw material
comprising a silicon oxide proportion of at least 40 wt. %, and
a finest grain proportion of less than 4 um of at least 20 wt. %
and a grain size proportion of less than 1 um of at least 10 wt.
%, is used.

With the method according to the invention fine ore with a
high proportion of intermediate grain sizes can be used and
nevertheless a sintered product with high cohesion and a good
gas permeability can be obtained. Furthermore, sintered
product with a low dust discharge can be obtained, which also
has a low proportion of returns. A further advantage of the
method according to the invention is that the sintering process
can be performed with excellent kinetics.

According to the invention, the term “ore containing inter-
mediate grain sizes” means metal- and/or metal oxide 30
containing fines with an average grain diameter of below 1
mm, preferably of 0.05 mm to 1 mm, more preferably of 0.2
to 0.7 mm, in particular of 0.1 to 0.5 mm.

If with the method according to the invention agglomerates
in the form of a sintered product are to be produced, then
according to the invention it is possible to use fines with a
proportion of ore containing intermediate grain sizes of more
than 30 wt. % and nevertheless to obtain a sintered product
with an excellent cohesion.

If with the method according to the invention agglomerates
in the form of pellets are to be produced, then according to the
invention it is possible to use fines with a proportion of ore
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containing intermediate grain sizes of more than 30 wt. % and
nevertheless to obtain pellets with a high mechanical
strength.

An important procedural step in the method according to
the invention is the use of a lime-based material together with
a mineral raw material as binder.

As mineral raw material basically the various substances
can be used which comprise a silicon oxide proportion of at
least 40 wt. %, and a finest grain proportion of less than 4 um
of at least 20 wt. % as well as a grain size proportion of less
than 1 pm of at least 10 wt. %.

Practical trials have shown that when raw materials con-
taining clay mineral are used, the proportion of intermediate
grain sizes in the method according to the invention can be
particularly high and nevertheless sintered product with a
high cohesion and/or pellets with good mechanical strength
can be obtained.

Excellent results are achieved with a mineral raw material
comprising a silicon oxide proportion of at least 60 wt. %,
preferably at least 75 wt. %, and a finest grain proportion of
less than 2 pm of at least 40 wt. %, wherein the grain size
proportion of less than 0.5 pum is at least 25 wt. %.

The use of a raw material containing clay mineral, prefer-
ably an unbaked raw material containing two- and/or three-
layer clay minerals has proven to be particularly favourable.

The use of a raw material containing clay mineral, com-
prising short clay, consisting of at least 60 wt. % offine quartz
and 20 to 40 wt. % kaolinite and optionally secondary micas
has proven to be particularly advantageous.

Exceptionally suitable is a mineral raw material compris-
ing 70 to 90 wt. %, preferably approximately 83 wt. % silicon
oxide, 5 to 20 wt. %, preferably approximately 13 wt. %
aluminium oxide, 0.2 to 1.5 wt. %, preferably approximately
0.7 wt. % Fe,O5 and 0.1 to 1 wt. %, preferably approximately
0.4 wt. % potassium oxide. The use of Calexor® Q HP as
mineral binder is particularly suitable.

Insome cases it is expedient to use the mineral raw material
with a substantially continuous grain size distribution.

In the first step of the method according to the invention the
metal- and/or metal oxide containing fines and the mineral
binder are mixed together. The mixing of fines and binder can
be performed in the various ways known to a person skilled in
the art. The mixing of fines and binder in a mixing unit is
particularly easy.

The proportion of metal- and/or metal oxide containing
fines and mineral binder can have a broad range of variation
and will be matched expediently to the nature and the grain
size structure of the fines and the binder used. Practical trials
have shown that normally for a proportion of the metal-
and/or metal oxide containing fines to the mineral binder of
5:110 1000:1, preferably of 10:1 to 100:1, agglomerates with
particularly good strength characteristics can be obtained.

It has become evident that in some cases the agglomerate
formation can be made easier if the mass containing the fines
and the binder has a certain mass humidity. Depending on the
inherent humidity of the fines and the binder, the mass humid-
ity can be adjusted by extraction or addition of water. The
level of mass humidity can be expediently adjusted as a func-
tion of various factors such as the composition and grain size
distribution of the fines and binder used. A further important
factor is the way in which the agglomeration is performed.
Normally mass humidities in the range of 2 to 20 wt. %,
preferably 4 to 10 wt. %, achieve good results.

As the metal- and/or metal oxide containing fines the wid-
est variety of fines can be used. According to the invention,
the term “metal- and/or metal oxide containing fines” means
powdery to finer materials. These preferably have average
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particle sizes of 0.01 to 10 mm. The use of materials with
average particle sizes of 0.05 to 3 mm, in particular of 0.1 to
2 mm, has proven to be particularly suitable. Preferably up to
50 wt. % of the particle sizes of the fines fall in the grain size
range between 0.1 and 2 mm.

Particularly expedient is the use of fine ore, in particular
fine iron ore, tinder material, in particular mill scale, top gas
dust, returns from the sintering process, metal abrasive dust
and/or metal filings as metal- and/or metal oxide containing
fines.

According to the invention the binder contains a lime-
based material. Particularly suited lime-based materials
according to the invention are lime, lime stone, quick lime,
slaked lime, hydrated lime, dolomite, dolomitic lime, dolo-
mitic quick lime, dolomitic hydrated lime and mixtures of
these.

In some cases it has proven favourable, in addition to the
binder, to add additional consolidators, preferably inorganic
thickeners, in particular water glass, sugar solution, alu-
minium chromate and/or phosphate. In this way the strength
of the agglomerate can be further increased.

The quantity of additional consolidators depends on the
degree of consolidation to be achieved. Normally with just the
addition of 0.3 to 1.5 wt. % of additional consolidators in
relation to the mixture of fines and binders good results are
obtained.

Packing additives can also be added to the mixture in order
to lower the curing temperature, such as for example low-
melting siliceous materials, in particular a glass powder and/
or phonolite.

According to a particularly preferred embodiment of the
invention for the fines ore containing intermediate grain sizes
is used in a mixture with sinter feed. Particularly preferably
the proportion of ore containing intermediate grain sizes in
the fines is higher than 30 wt. %, preferably higher than 50 wt.
%, more preferably higher than 70 wt. %, and in particular
higher than 90 wt. %, in each case in relation to the total
quantity of fines.

Agglomerates produced by a sintering process have proven
to be particularly suitable for use in blast furnaces. Thus the
production of a sintered product constitutes a particularly
preferred embodiment of the invention. The advantages of
sintering are inter alia that the agglomerates can be pre-
reduced and losses on ignition in the blast furnace can be
avoided.

The course of the sintering process will be known to a
person skilled in the art and can for example take the follow-
ing form. Initially a mixture is created containing fine ores,
circulating materials, fuel, in particular coke breeze, mineral
binder and sinter screening. This mixture is mixed with water
and layered on a sinter belt. The fuel contained in the mixture
is for example ignited by natural gas and/or top gas flames.
The induced draught fan located below the sinter belt now
pulls the front of the burning material through the mixture, so
that the sinter cake is fully burnt through when it reaches the
discharge end of the belt. The heat which is generated in the
process melts the fine ores on the surface, so that the grains are
firmly bonded. The sinter cake is cooled and classified after it
has been broken. So-called grate coatings and sinter returns
may remain in the sintering plant. The finished sinter is then
fed into the blast furnace.

According to a particularly preferred embodiment of the
invention consolidating the mass to form the agglomerate is
performed by a sintering process. For this purpose preferably
a mixture, containing the fines and the mineral binder, is
mixed with water, common blast furnace circulating materi-
als, preferably ladle residues and/or slags, fuel, preferably
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coke breeze, and optionally condensed. The thus obtained
mixture then undergoes heat treatment at a temperature that is
below the melting temperature of the mixture, resulting in the
formation of a sinter cake. By breaking the sinter cake it is
possible to obtain the agglomerate according to the invention.

Practical trials have shown that it is advantageous if when
sintering the starting materials are selected in such a way that
at least a minimal cohesion of the individual particles is
provided for. For this reason it is preferable according to the
invention if the fines used contain proportions with a grain
size of less than 2 mm, preferably of 0.05 mm to 1 mm,
preferably in a quantity of at least 30 wt. %.

An important process step in sintering is the heat treatment
of the starting materials. This cures the mass of fines and
binder. Preferably the curing is based on a sintering process
with the formation of a siliceous sinter matrix, comprising a
glass phase and optionally a crystalline phase, in particular a
mullitic phase. The siliceous sinter matrix is preferably a
glassy matrix, in which crystalline particles are stored. With
these it is preferably a case of a primary mullite.

The curing process takes place preferably by means of heat
treatment at temperatures of between 800 and 1200° C. The
dwell times vary preferably within a range of less than 90
minutes. In this way the mineral raw material can form a melt
phase, which preferably results in a glassy cured sinter matrix
with a crystalline proportion, in particular granular mullite or
primary mullite, in which the metal- or metal oxide contain-
ing fines are embedded. If a high porosity of the sintered
products is desired, then this can be brought about in a simple
manner by subjecting a mass with a higher water content to
the sintering process.

The sinter produced with the method according to the
invention is exceptionally well-suited for use as a blast fur-
nace feedstock.

Good results are also achieved with agglomerates pro-
duced by the method according to the invention in the form of
pellets, briquettes and/or granulates.

For the production of pellets the mixture of fines and binder
can be mixed with water and the conventional pelletization
aggregates, the mixture obtained is formed into green pellets
and the green pellets cured in a combustion process.

The curing of the pellets can also be performed hydrauli-
cally. In a preferred embodiment of the invention the mixture
of fines, binder and water also has a hydraulic consolidator
added, the mixture obtained is formed into green pellets and
the green pellets cured. Of course, hydraulic consolidators
can also be used in the production of sintered products.

As hydraulic binders preferably cement, in particular Port-
land cement, Portland cement clinker, aluminium oxide
cement, aluminium oxide cement clinker, cement mixed with
blast furnace slag, cement mixed with fly ash, cement mixed
with Borazon and/or bentonite, are used. Various additives
can also be mixed together with the hydraulic binder.

Advantageous in the use of a hydraulic binder is that firing
of the green pellets can be dispensed with. In this way the
production costs of the blast furnace feedstock can be reduced
and the release of harmful gases such as for example SO, -and
NOy during the combustion process can be avoided.

The production of the pellets can be carried out in the
manner known to a person skilled in the art in a shaft furnace,
a travelling grate furnace or a travelling grate/rotary furnace.

In order to prevent the pellets sticking together, in particu-
lar in the moist state, the pellets can be provided with a
coating prior to curing. Suitable coating materials are prefer-
ably inorganic substances, for example iron ore powder. The
thickness of the coating is preferably no greater than 0.5 mm.
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The presence of water in the mass makes the pellet forma-
tion easier. The mass humidity should not be too high, how-
ever, since otherwise the surface of the pellets becomes moist
and sticky. Moist and sticky pellets in particular often have
insufficient strength and exhibit a tendency to collapse under
their own weight, as a result of which the gas permeability of
the pellets is reduced.

The size of the pellets can vary in broad ranges. Pellets with
a diameter of 1 to 20 mm, preferably 3 to 10 mm have proven
to be particularly well-suited to the blast furnace process.

The invention further relates to a blast furnace feedstock
which can be produced with the method according to the
invention.

The blast furnace feedstock can be introduced into the blast
furnace as the only metal- and/or metal oxide containing
material. According to the invention it is preferable for the
blast furnace feedstock to be introduced into the blast furnace
together with further metal- and/or metal oxides containing
material. It is particularly expedient if the blast furnace feed-
stock according to the invention accounts for a proportion of
30to 80 wt. %, preferably of 40 to 70 wt. % and in particular
of 55to 65 wt. % of the total iron carriers for the blast furnace
operation.

A further subject matter of the invention is a premixture for
producing the blast furnace feedstock according to the inven-
tion containing metal- and/or metal oxide containing fines
and a mineral binder comprising a mineral raw material and a
lime-based material, wherein the metal- and/or metal oxide
containing fines have a proportion of fines with an average
grain diameter of less than 1 mm, preferably of 0.05 mmto 0.9
mm and in particular of 0.1 to 0.5 mm, of more than 30 wt. %,
in each case in relation to the total quantity of fines.

For the mineral raw material preferably a raw material is
used as described in relation to the method according to the
invention.

According to a preferred embodiment of the invention the
proportion of fines with an average grain diameter ofless than
1 mm, preferably of 0.05 mm to 0.9 mm and in particular of
0.1 to 0.5 mm in the premixture according to the invention is
more than 50 wt. %, preferably 70 wt. % to 100 wt. %, more
preferably 80 wt. % to 100 wt. % and in particular 90 wt. % to
100 wt. %, in each case in relation to the total quantity of fines.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the proportion of fines with an average grain diameter of
more than 1 mm, preferably of more than 1 mm to 3 mm and
in particular of more than 1 mm to 2 mm in the premixture
according to the invention is less than 50 wt. %, preferably 0
to 30 wt. %, more preferably 0 to 20 wt. %, and in particular
0 to 10 wt. %, in each case in relation to the total quantity of
fines.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the premixture contains 50 to 99 wt. %, preferably 60 to
90 wt. %, in particular 70 to 85 wt. % metal- and/or metal
oxide containing fines and 1 to 20 wt. %, preferably 1 to 15 wt.
%, conventional additives and mineral binder.

Preferably the proportion of mineral binder in the premix-
ture should not exceed 15 wt. %. In this way the quantity of
slag arising in the blast furnace can be kept low.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the mineral binder has 30 to 98 wt. % lime-based material
and 2 to 70 wt. %, preferably 10 to 60 wt. %, mineral raw
material.

According to a further preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion the premixture contains 0 to 30 wt. % additives, prefer-
ably coke breeze, ladle residue and/or slag.

A further subject matter of the invention is a premixture for
producing the blast furnace feedstock according to the inven-
tion containing metal- and/or metal oxide containing fines
and a mineral binder comprising a mineral raw material and a
lime-based material, wherein as the mineral raw material a
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raw material is used comprising a silicon oxide proportion of
at least 40 wt. %, and a finest grain proportion of less than 4
um of at least 20 wt. % and a grain size proportion of less than
1 um of at least 10 wt. %.

With regard to further preferred embodiments of the pre-
mixtures according to the invention reference is made to the
embodiments of the method according to the invention.

The invention further relates to the use of a mineral binder
comprising a mineral raw material and a lime-based material
and optionally conventional additives, for producing an
agglomerate, which is used as a blast furnace feedstock,
wherein as the mineral raw material a raw material is used
which comprises a silicon oxide proportion of at least 40 wt.
%, and a finest grain proportion of less than 4 um of at least 20
wt. % and a grain size proportion of less than 1 pm of at least
10 wt. %.

The use according to the invention comprises both the
combined as well as the separate addition of mineral raw
material and lime-based material.

With regard to further preferred embodiments of the use
according to the invention reference is made to the embodi-
ments of the method according to the invention.

In the following the invention is illustrated in more detail
by way of an example.

Five different sinter belt mixtures (mixture 1, 2, 3, 3a, 3b)

are produced. In order to produce mixtures 3a and 3b fines,
comprising a defined proportion of intermediate grain sizes,
are mixed with the respective binder and conventional sinter
excipients and the mass humidity is adjusted. For the mixture
according to the invention 3b a mineral raw material is used as
the binder, comprising a silicon oxide proportion of at least 40
wt. %, and a finest grain proportion of less than 4 um of at least
20 wt. % and a grain size proportion of less than 1 um of at
least 10 wt. %.
Mixtures 1, 2 and 3 are produced without the addition of
binder. Then the mixture is mixed with water and layered on
a sinter belt. The mixture has a specific gas permeability,
which can be measured using the pressure loss in an air flow
forced through the mixture. A low pressure loss indicates a
good gas permeability. A good gas permeability is desirable
in the sintering process since it leads to a good burning
through of the sinter cake.

In the following table, the pressure losses for mixtures 1, 2,
3, 3a, 3b are illustrated. A comparison of mixtures 1, 2, 3
shows that an increase in the proportion of intermediate grain
sizes leads to an increase in pressure loss and to a reduction in
gas permeability. A comparison of mixtures 3, 3a shows that
through the addition of CaO as binder an improved gas per-
meability can be achieved.

Using the example 3b according to the invention it was
possible to prove that through use of the special mineral
binder a mixture with a particularly good gas permeability
can be obtained.

Proportion of ore

containing
intermediate Mass
grain sizes humidity Pressure loss
Mixture (wt. %) (wt. %) Binder (Pa)
1 7 6.6 0 340
2 21 7.6 0 580
3 36 7.6 0 1300
3a 36 7.6 CaO 780
(1.6 wt. %)
3b 36 7.6 mineral 420
binder
(2.4 wt. %)
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The invention claimed is:

1. Method for producing an agglomerate, having a mass
humidity that can be adjusted, which is used as a blast furnace
feedstock, by mixing metal- and/or metal oxide containing
fines, comprising a proportion of intermediate grain sizes
between about 0.2 mm to 0.7 mm of more than 30% wt., a
mineral binder comprising a mineral raw material and a lime-
based material to form a mass and consolidating the mass to
form an agglomerate, by a sintering process, characterized in
that the mineral raw material contains a clay mineral and
comprises a silicon oxide proportion of at least 40 wt. % and
afinest grain proportion of less than 4 um of at least 20 wt. %,
and a grain size proportion of less than 1 um of at least 10 wt.
%.

2. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that a
mineral raw material is used, comprising short clay that con-
sists of at least 60 wt. % of fine quartz and 20 to 40 wt. %
kaolinite and optionally secondary micas.

3. Method according to claim 2, characterized in that a
mineral raw material is used comprising 70to 90 wt. % silicon
oxide, 5 to 20 wt. % aluminium oxide, 0.2 to 1.5 wt. % Fe, O,
and 0.1 to 1 wt. % potassium oxide.

4. Method according to claim 3, characterized in that the
mixing of fines and binder takes place in a mixing unit.

5. Method according to claim 4, characterized in that the
metal- and/or metal oxide containing fines and the mineral
binder are mixed together in a proportion of 5:1 to 1000:1
wt.:wt.

6. Method according to claim 5, characterized in that when
mixing fines and binder the mass humidity is set at a value of
2 to 20 wt. %.

7. Method according to claim 2, characterized in that a
mineral raw material is used comprising approximately 83
wt. % silicon oxide, approximately 13 wt. % aluminium
oxide, approximately 0.7 wt. % Fe,O, and approximately 0.4
wt. % potassium oxide.

8. Method according to claim 1, wherein the lime-based
material is selected from the group consisting of lime, lime
stone, quick lime, slaked lime, hydrated lime, dolomite, dolo-
mitic lime, dolomitic quick lime, dolomitic hydrated and
combinations thereof.

9. Method according to claim 1 wherein the metal- and/or
metal oxide containing fines are selected from the group
consisting of fine ore, fine iron ore, tinder materials, mill
scale, top gas dust, returns from the sintering process, metal
abrasive dust, metal filings and combinations thereof.

10. Method according to claim 1, wherein additional con-
ventional sintering additives are added to the mixture of fines
and binder and are selected from the group consisting of coke
breeze, ladle residue, slags, and combinations thereof.

11. Method according to claim 10, characterized in that the
sintering process comprises:

mixing of fines, mineral binder, water, conventional blast

furnace circulating materials and fuel to form a mixture;
heat treatment of the mixture wherein an agglomerate in
the form of a sinter cake is produced.

12. Method according to claim 11, characterized in that the
sinter cake is broken, wherein an agglomerate in the form of
a finished sinter is obtained.

13. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that fines
containing a grain size proportion of less than 2 mm, in a
quantity of at least 30 wt. % are used.

14. Method for producing an agglomerate comprising the
following steps:

step a) providing metal- and/or metal oxide containing

fines, wherein said fines have intermediate grain sizes
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between about 0.2 mm to 0.7 mm and the proportion of
ore containing this intermediate grain size fine is more
than 30% wt.,

step b) providing a mineral binder which contains a mineral
raw material and a lime based material; wherein said 5
mineral raw material comprises a clay mineral wherein
said clay mineral comprises a silicon oxide in a propor-
tion of at least 40 wt. %, and a finest grain proportion of
less than 4 pm of at least 20 wt. % and a grain size
proportion of less than 1 um of at least 10 wt. % and 10
wherein said lime-based material is selected from lime,
lime stone, quick lime, slaked lime, hydrated lime, dolo-
mite, dolomitic lime, dolomitic quick lime, dolomitic
hydrated lime and mixtures or any combinations ofthese
materials; 15

step ¢) mixing the metal- and/or metal oxide containing
fines from step a with the mineral binder from step b to
obtain a mixture;

step d) heat treatment of the mixture of metal- and/or metal
oxide containing fines from step a with the a mineral 20
binder from step b to obtain an agglomerate.
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